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LOOK UP, TO SEE DOWN!!!

I have a fascination with � ying inverted.  In my � rst years of � ying, 
I was most cautious about � ying anything over a � ve degree bank 
turn.  As it happens, a full roll� or a stop in the middle of the roll...  
will place me inverted�. a fun place to be.  Well, a fun place for me, 
today.  I know that it takes a certain amount of skill, courage, and 
down right luck to � y aerobatics.  My personal aerobatic limitations 
keeps me well above terra � rma.  I do know that there are times 
that I have to look up to see down.  

I do admire those who perform aerobatics at air shows.  I know that 
they practice maneuvers over and over.  They give of themselves� 
taking time away from their jobs and family, knowing they will lose 
money from their �day job� and make money while performing the 
air show.  The business of performing in air shows is a tough one.  
Performers position for the limited available jobs.  They compete 
against friends for those jobs.  They live out of a motel, eat at 
Burger King, calling home wishing a happy birthday to family members when the special day comes in their travel.  That is only a small sample of the life of an aerobatic 
performer.  There is so much more.

PURVEYORS OF GOODWILL 

An air show occurs once a year, most times.  When it arrives in town, the people come to the airport.  Often that one time visit for town folks will be it for a year.  The air 
show then becomes a public relations event.  The performers are �purveyors of goodwill�.  They are having fun showing their talents as they slip the surly bonds of earth.  
Air shows have been around since the earliest days of aviation, being more bountiful in the early days.  Today, air shows are precision driven presentations.

All that is missing is getting the air shows organized much as NASCAR has done.  If that ever happens you�ll see millions of dollars placed into the shows, seventy-� ve 
dollar tickets, traf� c jams, six million dollar payoffs to the performers.  Sounds good, right?  It would be.  Anything that advances aviation is good.  More kids want to drive 
a NASCAR than want to � y an aerobatic plane.  It is a shame that we don�t have that type of involvement, activity, money, and television coverage.  I have seen parts of the 
NASCAR races on TV, recently.  I wonder how in the world those folks can sit and watch four hours of cars screaming around the track.  Now if you replace those cars on 
TV with planes, I could sit and watch it.  I just can�t handle watching cars go around in circles for hours.  

DEDICATED TO THE BRAVE

We dedicated this issue to aviators who challenge the wind following in the footsteps of those early barnstormers of the 1920s.  Our issue features some of the best aerobatic 
performers that you will ever see at an air show.  I am proud that we have the privilege 
to bump elbows with these folks. I know why they perform loops and rolls in front of 
crowds� they have an absolute love for � ying, the rush, the cheers of the crowd.  They 
don�t do it for the money.  Very few performers get rich � ying air shows.  Most have a 
�day job� to support their love for � ying in an air show.  

What we need are more air shows.  True, the time and cost involved is tremendous.  It is 
not an impossible task, just time consuming.  If you�re interested I am sure that a call to 
the International Council of Air Shows (ICAS) will help you get started.  It is too late by 
the time you read this for you to go to the ICAS Convention in Las Vegas this year.  It is 
the � rst week in December.  It is not too late to start your air show.  I know of hundreds 
of performers who would apply for a job.  They love doing what they do so well.

Throttle Forward and Fly-Low�
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